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Brahman polishes up both gods and worshippers, arid intro-
duces them into decent society.

A third reason why Brahmanism is still paramount and
spreading in a country like India, particularly among the wild
and ignorant, is of a sort too obvious to have been noticed, if"
Brahmanism had not been declared to be dead. It is quite
certain that the people of India are, as a mass, still far from
reaching that intellectual stage when a revelation or prophetic
message may, or must, be thrown back into earlier ages aad
unfamiliar scenes ; wherefore this religion, which is- continually
and copiously sustained by perpetual miraculous intervention,
and which still keeps open its gates to any quantity df new
prodigies and new deities, must necessarily prevail for a long
time against more spiritual faiths. It is impossible in India
to make voluntary conversion of any number perceptible in
BO vast a population without miraculous gifts, rarely claimed
by, but always imputed to, a new teacher or saint. Devotion
and asceticism impress because they are found to connote
influence with heaven> rather than as ethical examples. Francis
Xavier, the one successful modern missionary of multitudinous
Christian conversions in India, was both an ascetic and worker
of miracles. He knew well, as Lacordaire says, the main source
of success by missionaries to be that strong certitude in their
cause which is only attested to simple folk by vigorous self-
devotion and incredible labour for no visible reward. It would
never have occurred to him that evangelization could be
attempted by any force Beaker than spontaneous enthusiasm
and emotional power. And it is yet. to be seen whether .the
most conscientious efforts of salaried preachers to do their duty
can avail innch; or whether a decent middle-class education,
such as Is now given in the Scotch Mission Schools, will
prepare heathen folk for embracing the G-ospel. Xavier
fe usually went onLfoot and without shoes, living only on roasted
rice, which he begged as he went on; and slept on the ground
with a stone under his head; " * in fact, he lived in India like
an Indian ascetic ; and being also an extraordinary character,
lie soon acquired the fame of wonder-working. He raised a
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